
Session Descriptions 
KEYNOTE 
Building Equity by Leveraging Unique Experiences of Students of Diverse Cultures and Languages 
Jitka Nelson 
Jitka Nelson presents how the unique perspectives, experiences and attitudes of the culturally and linguistically diverse 
audiences in today's classrooms help build a culture of high expectations and self-advocacy and empower students to 
achieve excellence while transitioning from their home cultures to their contemporary realities. (All) 

 
 
BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
 
Academic Vocabulary Instruction for the Secondary Classroom 
Julie Monetta 
Vocabulary matters. It is imperative that English Language Learners receive appropriate and effective vocabulary 
instruction so they can improve their comprehension, speaking, listening, reading, writing, and thinking. This session will 
focus on how to choose the appropriate vocabulary to teach in the classroom, and strategies to assist our students with 
mastering it. (6-12) 
 
Blended Learning for ELs 
Carlota Holder and Jessica Bell 
Explore different blended learning models to implement in your classroom that also support the needs of your English 
language learners. Such supports will ensure that your students are SWIRLing in your classroom on a daily basis. The 
session will also offer technology tools and resources that will enhance your language instruction. Participants will 
receive firsthand experience with suggested applications to use with their English language learners. The blended 
learning currently happening at Enlace Academy will also be featured as a teaching model. (4-12) 
 
Co-Teaching and Collaboration for English Language Learners 
Carlota Holder and Jessica Bell 
EL teachers and content teachers are encouraged to attend this session together to explore different models of co-
teaching and the benefits of collaboration. Participants will experience a gallery walk where they will analyze the 
different co-teach models and reflect which models they should implement in their classroom and during what areas of 
instruction. EL leaders are also encouraged to participate to help guide their future professional development around 
co-teaching and collaboration. This session will refer to Andrea Honigsfeld and Maria G. Dove's Collaboration and Co-
Teaching Strategies for English Learners. (3-12) 
 
Developing a Framework for Serving High Ability English Learners 
Donna Albrechts and Adam Pitt 
We will discuss and share our work on a framework for best practices that crosses over between ENL and High Ability. 
We are looking at research in both fields to create a framework that can be used to develop professional development 
and programming in schools to meet the needs of our English learners with high potential.  (All) 
 
Dual Language Immersion in Logansport 
Logansport Team 
We will discuss the steps we took in creating DLI in our district, and explain our next steps. (All interested in starting a 
DLI Program) 
 
Effective Vocabulary Strategies to Use with ELLs 
Tom Jenkins 
The discussion in this session will address effective strategies and activities to use with ELL for vocabulary development. 
The discussion will be presenting within the context of using Problem Solving Model to analyze instruction/intervention 
with these students to increase effectiveness.  (All) 
  
 



Engaging Your EL Families 
Lori North and Brenda Ward 
In this session, participants will gain a quick foundational knowledge regarding the new ESSA requirements for Family 
and Community Engagement, generate best practices for engaging families collaboratively, and walk away with a model 
kit ready-to-use and a human resource network!  (All) 
  
Factors to Consider for ELLs When Implementing Problem Solving Model 
Tom Jenkins 
This session will introduce Problem Solving Model for implementation within a tiered instructional model. Factors 
specific to ELL that need to be addressed by educators within implementation of PSM will be discuss, so that effective 
instructional/intervention plans can be created for implementation with these students. (All) 
 
Increasing Student Engagement 
Donna Whyte 
If you have ever thought, “I work harder than the students”…then it is time to change the set-up of your classroom.  
Student Engagement is imperative to learning commitment.  Examine environment, best practice and traits of 
classrooms where children are more responsible and learn best.   Don’t miss this opportunity to make your school life 
easier and more meaningful to the students you teach.  (K-5) 
 
The Indiana Migrant Education Program:  Meeting the Needs of All Migrant Students 
Migrant Education Program Team from WVEC 
Have you ever wondered what a migrant student is? In this session, hosted by the Region 2 Indiana Migrant Education 
Program staff, you will learn how you can better serve all your migrant students. From the initial process of how 
students qualify, to the extended services of after school tutoring, we will share all the ins and outs of the program and 
how it can benefit your migrant students!  (All) 
 
Interactive Manipulatives in Writing 
Carlota Holder and Jessica Bell 
In this session participants will learn the importance of SWIRLing and how to create interactive manipulatives to 
enhance academic discussions and collaboration. By SWIRLing students engage in Speaking, Writing, Interaction, 
Reading, and Listening. Students have the opportunity to practice all language domains and the appropriate 
manipulatives to assist them. Learn how to personalize instruction and enhance the use of academic vocabulary for your 
English language learners by creating manipulatives for meaningful discussions and collaboration. Check this link for a 
secondary example. https://www.wevideo.com/view/341174041  (All) 
 
Let’s Get Talking!  Building Oral Language and Academic Vocabulary in EL Students 
Missy Griggs & Anne Britt 
Oral Language and Academic Vocabulary are two huge areas that can cause difficulty with EL students.  These have 
become an integral part of our EL instruction on a daily basis and we have seen huge gains.  During this session, you will 
learn how to strengthen students' oral language skills and also expand their academic vocabulary.  Many practical 
strategies will be given as well as tons of FREE resources for you to use in your classroom.  (K-5) 
 
Math Centers that Matter 
Kim Adsit 
In this session, you will learn how to organize and run math centers that will have your children mathematicians in no 
time! Kim will share her ideas for organizing math centers that will ensure the math standards are taught and 
maintained throughout the year. She will share activities and games that she uses in the different centers. Kim will also 
show you how math centers will enable you to work with small groups and provide both enrichment and tutorial 
activities for all learners! (PK-1) 
 
 
 
 

https://www.wevideo.com/view/341174041


Math Lessons That Count 
Missy Griggs & Anne Britt 
Problem Solving, Critical Thinking, and Writing in Math---three areas that our ELs struggle with.  These are major 
components of all elementary math classes from kindergarten-5th grade.  Math is so much more than just the simple 
computation—we need our students to read the problem, think critically about what it is asking, problem solve a 
solution, and then write their thinking down.  During this session, we will share many practical strategies to help your 
ELs be successful in Math---with a focus on problem solving and academic vocabulary—as well as many FREE resources 
for you to use in your classroom.  (K-5) 
 
Middle School SIOP Journey 
Kelly Berenda and Lori North 
In this session, the presenter will share the journey from planning stages to the current reality of her school's SIOP 
implementation. Initially, a core group of teachers, including the presenter, were trained by CAL SIOP in Washington, 
D.C. That first year was spent planning for the implementation year. The first year of implementation included monthly 
faculty meetings introducing the SIOP components and features and an instructional audit in the spring. The 2017-18 
school year includes ongoing monthly PD during PLCs as well as providing PD to new staff members. A brief overview of 
SIOP will also be included in this session. (6-12) 
 
Reflections on ESSA and Reclassified-Level 5 ELs 
Trish Morita and Anne Garcia 
This session discusses the reclassification patterns of Indiana’s ELs and poses concerns about how these students are 
monitored.  With a close look at a high school, an EL teacher reflects on how reclassified students are marginalized and 
what educators can do.  (K-12 Teachers and Administrators) 
 
Science Blasters! 
Kim Adsit 
Enter into an exciting experience that will help you integrate Science into your own classroom! Kim will show you 
“explosive” ways to get Kindergartners motivated to learn. Hands-on science activities and experiments, interactive 
literature, tasty test-tubes, and magical messes will capture your children’s imagination! It’s something that’s OUT OF 
THIS WORLD! (PK-1) 
 
Seven Factors that Impact an ELL’s Response to Instruction/Intervention 
Tom Jenkins 
This session will introduce the seven factors that impact a student's response to instruction/intervention. It will allow 
educators to anticipate their impact so that more effective instructional plans can be created. (All) 
 
SIOP Strategies for the Secondary Classroom 
Julie Monetta 
Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP) is an approach for teaching content to English Language Learners, 
while supporting their language development. The approach is targeted for ELLS' specific needs in any classroom, but it 
benefits all learners. This session will include an overview of the SIOP model, along with specific strategies to help 
teachers improve their favored techniques in order to meet ALL students' needs. (6-12) 
 
Subtraction – A Better Way of Thinking  
Virginia Luce and Virginia Smith 
 Participants will become acquainted with a math fluency program for subtraction basic facts. Subtraction—A Better 
Way of Thinking includes interactive PowerPoints, songs, games, and student worksheets. This research based program 
is grounded in what we know about concept development. All strategies are developed sequentially beginning with use 
of concrete models, moving to the pictorial, and finally arriving at the symbolic. The program also incorporates several 
“best practices”: creating models, interactive participation, building patterns, using anchors of five and ten, and includes 
a variety of modalities. Every effort has been made to gather within a cohesive program all the tools a teacher needs to 
help children progress in their mathematical concept development. (1-3) 
 



Supporting ELLs in the Regular Classroom 
Anne Garcia 
The presenter shadowed and interviewed beginning ELL students in a suburban Midwestern high school. From her 
observations and the students' comments about their experiences, she developed a list of suggestions for content area 
classroom teachers to help ELLs learn English and acquire content area knowledge. The list will be shared and discussed 
by the presenters and the participants. (K-12) 
 
Using Technology to Enhance Learning for ELLs 
Carrie Painter and BeAnn Younker 
In this immersive session, participants will learn effective communication tools, explore digital media that strengthens 
the 4 domains (Speaking, Listening, Reading, and Writing) and learn to utilize technology to reach all proficiency levels.  
(K-12) 
  
Words, Words, Words 
Kim Adsit 
Come visit the Wonderful World of Words! In this session Kim will share fun, interactive, research based activities for 
teaching sight words, word families, and vocabulary. Learn how teaching words increases reading fluency and 
comprehension. Words, words, words…. they’re everywhere!  (K-1) 
 


